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What is a Hand Gun?

Hand Guns represent the earliest portable firearms to be used single-
handed.
The barrels were forged in iron or casted in bronze.
In most cases a simple stock was attached to the barrel.
The ignition was done by a glowing iron rod or a burning piece of
wood.



Ca. 1370: Shooter with a Fist Barrel

The shooter ignites the fist barrel
with a glowing ignition rod held in
the right hand. To aim, it was
helpful to have a second person
controlling the vertical alignment
and to give instructions to the
shooter. The recoil is small and
absorbed by the large mass of the
fist barrel. 

Hypothetic description by the author 



Ca. 1390: Shooter with a Hand Cannon

August Demin, Die Kriegswaffen, 1893

The gun was held up with the
left hand; the right hand
directed the end of the pole so
that the aim could be as
accurate as possible. The
ignition had to be carried out by
a second person. 



Ca. 1390: Shooter with a long Pole Gun

A.  Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

It is not clear if the shooter
holds part of the broken gun
pole or a ramrod in his right
hand.



Ca. 1400: Shooter with long Pole Gun 

A. Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

The long pole gun, from
around 1400, allowed a
curved trajectory toward the
enemy. Its long pole was
supported by a fork. For a
lighter Version, just as with the
handling of the pike, it was
supported by the right foot and
held with the left hand.  Aiming
accuracy was a matter of
experience.  Igniting could be
done by the shooter. 



Ca. 1400: Shooter with short Pole Gun 

Jaruslav Lugs, Handfeuerwaffen, 1956

When using the short pole gun
from the time around 1400,
the shooter pressed the wood
or iron pole of the barrel under
his left arm. Using an igniting
rod with the right hand, he then
ignited the load.



Ca. 1400: Shooters with short Pole Guns

A.  Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

To shooters are possibly firing
their pole guns over the walls
of a besieged castle or town.



Ca. 1405: Shooter with long Pole Gun 

Wendolin Boeheim, Handbuch der Waffenkunde, 1890

The shooter ignites his pol gun
with a ignition rod.



Ca. 1419: Shooter with Pole Gun

The shooter is possibly cleaning
the touch hole of his pol gun.

A.  Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872



Ca. 1440: Shooter with Stocked Gun on Forked
                 Support 

From the 15th century on, a
forked Support was used while
shooting heavy handheld guns. 
The picture shows a shooter
with a heavy matchlock gun,
holding a glowing match in his
right hand. A forked Support
post is rammed into the ground.
It has a pivot that is attached to
the front of the stock. The
stability of this set-up is rather
questionable. 

Jaruslav Lugs, Handfeuerwaffen, 1956



Ca. 1430: Shooter with Stocked Pole Gun 

Karl Von Elgger, Kriegsfeuerwaffen, 1868

According to a manuscript of
Volturius in Italy at the
beginning of the 15th century,
pole guns with a stock were
similarly held like a bow and
arrow. The gun was held up
with the left hand; the right
hand directed the end of the
pole so that the aim could be
as accurate as possible. The
ignition had to be carried out
by a second person. 



Ca. 1430: Horseman with Petronel 

Jaruslav Lugs, Handfeuerwaffen, 1956

In the Codex lat.197, from
1420 - 1450, a horseman on
a galloping horse is depicted. 
He is about to fire a wall gun.
To stabilize it and to carry the
weight, it is supported with a
forked rod hooked on the
saddle. The rear end of the
wall gun has a ring. With the
help of a rope, the wall gun is
pressed to the chest of the
horseman.



Ca. 1430: Shooters with Crossbows and Pole Guns

A.  Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872



Ca. 1450: Shooter with Stocked Hand Gun 

Karl Von Elgger, Kriegsfeuerwaffen, 1868

A handheld weapon with stock was
supported at the rear on the shooter’s
shoulder and was held up with his left
hand in the front. This freed the right
hand to ignite the gun. Supporting
the gun on the shoulder relieves the
weight on the left hand and the
handling of the gun becomes
relatively stable.



Ca. 1460: Heavily armed War Chariot

A. Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872



Ca. 1460: Horseman with Pole Gun

The ent of the pole gun is
attached to a rope hanging
around the neck of the horse
man.

In his right hand he holds a
glowing fuse.

Wendolin Boeheim, Handbuch der Waffenkunde, 1890



Ca. 1480: A Troupe of Shooters 

In a picture from the Wolfegg manuscript of 1480-1490, a troupe
of shooters is marching into action. Two crossbow shooters can be
seen amongst the shooters of pole guns. 

Q uelle: A.  Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872



Ca. 1480: Long Pole Gun with Mount

A. Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

The pole gun with its large
caliber is placed on a two-
legged mount.

The shooter uses a glowing
prise to ignite the pole gun.



Ca. 1502: Musketeers Advancing 

A. Essenwein, Q uelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

In this dated picture from the
Historical Museum of Berlin,
four men with relatively small,
easy to handle firearms are
seen. There are no matchlocks
visible on any of these firearms.
The two men in the foreground
hold glowing ignition rods in
their right hand, as well as
handheld stocked guns. It can
be assumed, that the two men
with handheld guns in the firing
position are the actual shooters.
The other two are probably
helpers with the prepared guns
and ignition rods. 
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