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What is a Hand Gun?

Hand Guns represent the earliest portable firearms to be used single-

handed.

The barrels were forged in iron or casted in bronze.

In most cases a simple stock was attached to the barrel.

The ignition was done by a glowing iron rod or a burning piece of

wood.
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Ca. 1400: Shooter with short Pole Gun

When using the short pole gun
from the time around 1400,
the shooter pressed the wood
or iron pole of the barrel under
his left arm. Using an igniting
rod with the right hand, he then
Ignited the load.

Jaruslav Lugs, Handfeuerwaffen, 1956



Ca. 1400: Shooters with short Pole Guns

To shooters are possibly firing
their pole guns over the walls
of a besieged castle or town.

A. Essenwein, Quelle zur Geschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872









Ca. 1440: Shooter with Stocked Gun on Forked
Support

From the 15th century on, a
forked Support was used while
shooting heavy handheld guns.
The picture shows a shooter
with a heavy matchlock gun,
holding a glowing match in his
right hand. A forked Support
post isrammed into the ground.
It has a pivot that is attached to
the front of the stock. The
stability of this set-up is rather
guestionable.

Jaruslav Lugs, Handfeuerwaffen, 1956
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Ca. 1502: Musketeers Advancing

A. Essenwein, Q uelle zur G eschichte der Feuerwaffen, 1872

In this dated picture from the
Historical Museum of Berlin,
four men with relatively small,
easy to handle firearms are
seen. There are no matchlocks
visible on any of these firearms.
The two men in the foreground
hold glowing ignition rods in
their right hand, as well as
handheld stocked guns. It can
be assumed, that the two men
with handheld guns in the firing
position are the actual shooters.
The other two are probably
helpers with the prepared guns
and ignition rods.



End



